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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Gerry Murphy                           Ref. No.    160/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	News at One
	13 June 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Murphy’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), refers to a report covering the then proposed Fianna Fáil/Green Party alliance on the News at One on 13 June 2007.  The complainant states that the coverage was completely biased and was aimed at upsetting the Green vote.

Mr. Murphy further states that five sound bites in opposition to the merger of both parties were aired as opposed to one in favour of the merger.  Also, there were two mischievous “Gormley” clips aired.

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ submit that the complaint as submitted is ‘a remarkably selective account of the programme and does not reflect in any way what was broadcast’.  Almost all of the news was dedicated to the members of the Green Party who were due to meet in the Mansion House to decide whether or not the party should go into government with Fianna Fáil.  There were various contributors to this topic on the news, Susan Jackson, Aidan Fitzsimmons and Frank McNulty who outlined the main proposals.  Deputy Eamonn Ryan was interviewed and continued to contribute for 25 minutes of the programme.  He had plenty of opportunities to present the arguments in favour of the Green Party going into government with Fianna Fáil.  Ms. Patricia McKenna, former MEP, was also interviewed.  She was opposed to the merger on the specific issue in relation to Shannon airport.

RTÉ used two extracts from the Green Party conference in February where John Gormley the deputy leader of the Green Party, expressed his opposition to going into government with Fianna Fáil.  The complainant describes this ‘as mischievous’.  It is RTÉ’s view that the playing of these two extracts was perfectly legitimate as it indicated the Green Party position of only four months previous.    They submit that Deputy Ryan was in a position to respond.     

Two political correspondents, Stephen Collins and David McCullagh, were interviewed on the programme and they gave their views about the likely outcome of the Green Party meeting.   Also the independent TD, Mr. Michael Lowry was interviewed.  The programme then returned to the Green Party meeting where Joan O’Sullivan’s report had vox pops from protestors who were picketing outside the Mansion House in opposition to the proposed government.  Ms. O’Sullivan’s report also contained the views of two members of the Green Party, each representing opposing views on the proposed government.  Finally, Deputy Eamonn Ryan was given the final word on the proposed alliance between the Green Party and Fianna Fáil.

When Members of the Commission listen to a recording of the programme they will find no evidence of any failure to be impartial by the presenter, the reporters or the editors of the programme.  They will hear a programme which was even-handed in its treatment of the issue.

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The main report in the broadcast in question was on the special convention being held in the Mansion House for Green Party members to vote on whether to enter a coalition government.  The introduction to the item was as follows: -

‘....from Dublin City centre, as the Green Party members converge on the Mansion House we have details of the deal they’re being asked to vote on for a government with Fianna Fáil and the PDs.  We outline what the Greens have got on the environment, energy, transport, education, taxation, social partnership, extraordinary rendition, electoral reform and local government reform.  Also, we’ll hear from delegates arriving for the historical convention and from Patricia McKenna, who says she cannot believe the newspaper accounts, they’re so disappointing about the contents of the deal.  We’ll have reaction from leading analysts and Senior Deputy Eamonn Ryan.  Also throwing in his lot with Bertie, Michael Lowry.....’            

On hearing the broadcast, Members noted that the introduction accurately detailed the subsequent discussion.  Firstly, two reporters informed the listeners, by way of the summary, of the main contents of the deal on which delegates were being asked to vote.  The presenter, Seán O’Rourke, then questioned Deputy Eamonn Ryan, T.D., about the deal.  He asked him, ‘So where do you think Fianna Fáil swallowed hard?’  Deputy Ryan was afforded the opportunity to respond to the questions posed.  He was also given time throughout the subsequent discussion to put forward the views of those in favour of entering into a coalition.  A short interview with Patricia McKenna, who was opposed to entering such a coalition followed.  

The presenter then asked Deputy Ryan, ‘it’s going to be a hard sell’.  He agreed and stated that ‘there are areas where we didn’t get what we want.  Everybody knows that’.  In this context, a clip of a statement previously made by John Gormley was played.  In the opinion of the Commission, this clip was used to demonstrate the difficulties the Green Party had in negotiating with Fianna Fáil and also, the difficulty some members of the party would have in entering a coalition with Fianna Fáil.    

Two political correspondents were then interviewed and they expressed their views on the deal, the likely outcome of the vote and also, the make-up of the coalition.  A live report was then broadcast from the Mansion House, which included vox pops of protestors and of delegates as they arrived.  Listeners subsequently heard the views of the Fine Gael spokesperson on the environment.  

Another clip of statements made by John Gormely was played which included, ‘You can end the nightmare of planet Bertie’.  The presenter then stated, ‘It looks like, Eamonn Ryan, that you’re about to blast in the direction of planet Bertie’.  Deputy Ryan then had the closing words on the discussion.

In the opinion of the Commission, the broadcast was fair and balanced.  Both sides of the debate were given ample airtime.   Also, Deputy Ryan was in studio for the discussion and therefore, in a position to address and challenge opposing views.  The programme aimed to explore and question the proposed deal for government between Fianna Fáil and the Green Party.  It did so in an impartial and fair manner. The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  
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