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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John McKee                                  Ref. No.  164/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	The Vincent Browne Show
	6 June 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McKee’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), refers to an interview with Mr. Denis O’Brien on the Vincent Browne Show broadcast on 6 June 2007.

Mr. McKee objects to Vincent Browne’s interview with Denis O’Brien on the grounds of the presenter’s manner.  Mr. McKee states that normally Vincent Browne has a fairly aggressive interviewing style.  However, in this interview it was quite the contrary.  The presenter did not pursue Mr. O’Brien, on what the complainant submits, were controversial issues.    

The complainant states that the presenter usually complains about the lack of equality and fairness in Ireland, yet he would defy even Mr. Browne’s most ardent admirer to say that this was a normal, Vincent Browne interview.  In this interview, his bellicose behaviour was missing.  

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ state that Mr. Browne has for many years reported extensively on the various tribunals taking place, using re-enactments, interviewees and commentators.  On the 5/6/07 show there were three journalists analysing the performance of Denis O’Brien at the Moriarty Tribunal that day, Colm Keena, Dearbhail McDonald and Seán MacCarthaigh.  The following day Denis O’Brien was interviewed by phone.  The interview lasted approximately thirty minutes.  Mr. Browne was somewhat constrained as there had been an agreement with Mr. O’Brien that the subject matter of the interview would be confined exclusively to what Mr. O’Brien had said at the tribunal and would be terminated if the interview strayed into other matters.  

However, Vincent Browne handled the interview in an even-handed manner and asked all the pertinent questions.  At the end of the interview the presenter read out a number of callers and e-mailers to the programme who were critical of Mr. Browne’s interview as not having been tough enough.  Mr. Browne also had in studio Dearbhail McDonald, Legal Affairs Correspondent of the Irish Independent, who launched an attack on him for what she described as ‘a very soft’ interview.  ‘Mr. Browne’s principle point was that the tribunal process was frequently unfair on witnesses and that Denis O’Brien had demonstrably defended his reputation at the Moriarty Tribunal.’ 

It is RTÉ’s view that there is no evidence of any partiality in Vincent Browne’s interview with Denis O’Brien and that he responded within the same programme to criticism that he had not been hard enough on Mr. O’Brien.  Mr. Browne’s impartiality can be found in the range and thoroughness of the questions put to Mr. O’Brien.  

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  In introducing the interview the presenter stated that the subject matter for discussion was the Moriarty Tribunal.  He informed the listener of the investigations the Tribunal had carried out in relation to Mr. O’Brien.  He stated ‘Denis O’Brien has been the focus of the Moriarty Tribunal investigations for several months now, inquiring into allegations that he bribed Michael Lowry, then Minister for Transport, Energy and Communications in 1995, in return for getting the second mobile phone licence.  The latest allegation that has been, that Denis O’Brien included Michael Lowry in a deal to buy the ground of Doncaster Rovers Football Club in England.  Denis O’Brien gave evidence at the Tribunal for the last time today and he is on the line now.’  In the course of the subsequent interview, the presenter asked questions to elicit information and he challenged, and cross-questioned the responses given by Mr. O’Brien.  

On hearing this broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that it was informative and that the questioning was thorough.  While the tone of the presenter was reserved, the content of his questions was challenging and inquisitive.  He questioned the interviewee about all the major Tribunal issues including, the awarding of the second mobile phone licence; the enormous profit Mr. O’Brien made and the issue of capital gains tax; a meeting with the then Minister for Transport, Energy and Communications, Mr. Michael Lowry after an All-Ireland final; the allegations concerning a house in Spain; the allegations concerning the Doncaster Rovers Football Club and the procedures of the Tribunal.  It was a thorough interview which was conducted in an impartial and balanced manner.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this piece.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).
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