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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. James Fahy                           Ref. No.167/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	News @ 5.30pm
	20 June 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Fahy’s complaint, submitted under the Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards), refers to a report broadcast during the News @ 5.30 on TV3.  The news covered the banning of a game Manhunt 2.  The complainant objected to the showing of extracts, which he considered were graphic and violent, at the time in the schedule, 5.30 p.m., when children could have been watching.

Station’s Response: 

TV3 state that Mr. Fahy’s complaint concerns the coverage of the film censor’s  decision to ban a video game Manhunt 2.  As this is the first occasion that the censor has banned a game, TV3 state that it was an appropriate news item to be broadcast.  

None of the images used were graphic or violent.  Even though explicit material could have been used, because of the context of the news story, it was not.  The same images were used by other television stations.

TV3 further state that news broadcasting usually contains distressing material and that this is governed by the Code of Programme Standards and that the news is not aimed at children.  TV3 firmly believes that the coverage of this news story was entirely appropriate and within context.   

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The report complained of relates to the banning of a video game in Ireland.  In the report, extracts from the video game were used.  The broadcaster is responsible for editorial decisions and independently decides what stories to cover and how they do it.  What is important to the Commission is that they do so within the relevant broadcasting requirements.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had regard to the Code of Programme Standards, and in particular Section 3.5 Factual Programming; 3.5.2 requires that ‘factual programming shall not contain material that could reasonably be expected to cause undue distress or offence unless it is editorially justified and in the public interest’.

In the course of the report, the viewer was informed that the video was banned as it was ruled to be gratuitously violent and sadistic.  However, there was no violence in the extracts of the video game used in the report.  The Commission was of the view that there was no content which could be assessed with regard to Section 3.5.2.  The report was factual and dealt with the subject matter responsibly.  In the context of a news bulletin, the subject matter was editorially justified and appropriately illustrated.  There was no evidence to substantiate the complaint as submitted by the complainant.  The complaint was rejected with reference to 24(2)(d)(taste & decency; Code of Programme Standards). 
BCC Complaint Decisions, September 2007

1/1

[image: image1.jpg]