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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Carol McGowan                           Ref. No.182/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	The Bill
	10 July 2007


Complaint Summary:

Ms. McGowan’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency: Code of Programme Standards), refers to a broadcast of the series The Bill on RTÉ One at 5.50 p.m.  The programme showed two women exchanging a sexual kiss.

The complainant states that she is shocked that one arm of the state is tirelessly working to afford protection to children from such indecency while the other hand is beaming powerful imagery to vulnerable easily influenced minors.

The complainant states that she is a lecturer in Applied Social Studies with many years of experience working with children with extreme behavioural problems.  She believes that viewing on Irish channels at a prime time for children’s access to shows/advertisements have passed any decency code or respect for protection of childhood innocence.  Parents who understand how vulnerable children’s psyche is to negative influence will restrict multimedia which ensures their child’s emotional and psychological protection.  However, most parents would assume that at 5.50 p.m. when a parent is perhaps making the evening meal, that the state broadcaster would have the same level of sensibility.

Ms. McGowan explains that the definition of child sexual abuse encompasses a child’s exposure to inappropriate sexual content shown on television and other multimedia.  

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ state that The Bill is primarily a programme for adult viewers.  There are many programmes broadcast on RTÉ One during the day that are primarily suitable for adult audience while RTÉ Two provides an extensive range of programmes for children.  On 6 July there were 69,000 viewers watching The Bill.  Only 4% of that audience were children under the age of 15 years, 94% of those watching were adults (over 18 years).

The depiction of the lesbian kiss in The Bill was not in RTÉ’s view, unsuitable for a programme primarily directed towards an adult audience and broadcast @ 5.30 p.m.  The Bill is a gritty urban police series which includes a degree of restrained violence and sexual activity.  The particular kiss was not excessively sexual, it was two lesbians having one kiss that did not last long and was not too passionate.  RTÉ does not believe that the depiction of a single lesbian kiss in a drama overwhelmingly viewed by adults, in anyway exposes children to abuse.  RTÉ state that there was no abuse depicted in this programme.      

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  In this particular episode of The Bill a female police officer goes undercover as a barmaid.  Another female member of staff in the bar, who is gay, asks the undercover cop if she is gay.  She then asks her out for a drink and this is followed by a short kiss.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission must have regard to Section 3.2 sexual conduct of the Code of Programme Standards.

On viewing the broadcast, the Commission was of the view that there was no inappropriate sexual content in this broadcast.  The kiss, which is the basis of the complaint, was not sexually inappropriate as submitted by the complainant.  The scene was one of gentle affection; one female told the other she liked her and asked her out for a drink and then kissed her on the lips.  The kiss was short with no passionate and/or sexual embraces.  There was no evidence of offensive or harmful content in this scene as submitted by the complainant.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency; Code of Programme Standards).  
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