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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Angela Farrell Ref: 78/05
	Station: 
 
	Advertisement:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Village Magazine'
	May 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Anne Farrell's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an advertisement for the 'Village Magazine', which was broadcast during the advertisement breaks in 'Tonight with Vincent Browne' on RTÉ Radio 1.  The complainant is a listener to the show since its inception and believes the presenter is excellent and provocative.  However, she feels that by advertising his own magazine during his radio slot he is indulging in a kind of conflict of interest which he would be very swift to highlight were it another political party, or social related group, indulging in such practice.  

As the advertisement in question is aired on 'Tonight with Vincent Browne', each night it is broadcast, the complainant's reaction was, and is, gosh, 'Village Magazine' must be in trouble if it is being advertised during Vincent Browne's show.  Followed by, hold on a minute, this is a bit much, advertising a magazine closely connected to Vincent Browne, on his own show.  The fact that he personally did not record the voiceover didn't come into the equation.  Advertising 'Village Magazine' during a programme other than that presented by its editor the complainant would deem acceptable.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that this advertisement does not breach the relevant advertising codes which states in Section 8.3 advertisements shall not feature, visually or orally, persons regularly presenting news and current affairs programmes.  If the complaint is to be upheld it can only be on the basis that the advertisement which led to the complaint featured Vincent Browne.  The wording of the advertisement is as follows: 

('Tribunal Lawyer' character)

I put it to you Village Magazine has established a scale of corruption and wrongdoing by you unknown outside of Donegal for at least six months.  Isn't that the case Mr. Jones?

('Defendant' character)

I will not tolerate anymore of this from Village Magazine and its editor Vincent Browne.  I will not suffer any further exposés or 'so-called' exposés.  Why don't they turn their attention to Fine Gael or the Greens or something?

(Narrator)

Village Magazine and its editor Vincent Browne expose the facts.  Village Magazine now out Fridays and for sale all week.
There are three voices in the advertisement, none of them is Vincent Browne's.  In RTÉ's view were the voice of Vincent Browne to be included in the advertisement there would be an infringement of paragraph 8.3.  However, this is not the case.  The reference to Vincent Browne's role as editor of the magazine is a factual statement and cannot be construed as equating to Vincent Browne featuring in the advertisement.  On this basis RTÉ believes that the Commission should not uphold this complaint.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Farrell.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe the advertising codes.  Advertisements for news and current affairs magazines are permissible.  The Commission considered this particular advertisement complied with the relevant advertising codes and therefore, the scheduling of the advertisement was permissible throughout the broadcast schedule, including during the 'Tonight with Vincent Browne' programme.  It was also noted that Vincent Browne did not appear orally in the advertisement.  Therefore, the complaint was rejected.
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