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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Maeve Smyth   Ref: 79/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'Dream Team'
	7 April 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Smyth’s complaint under Section 24(2)(f)(slander) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview with Jimmy Doyle a former member of the Tipperary Hurling team.  Ms. Smyth claims that the presenter stated that Micheál O’Hehir and others were drunk on the aeroplane while travelling to play in America.  Ms. Smyth considers this reference to Micheál O’Hehir was slanderous, as she knew him from the time he was only 18yrs old and he always wore a pioneer pin.  Ms. Smyth believes RTÉ contravened the Broadcasting Act on this occasion.

Station’s Response:
RTÉ in their response state that in the course of this programme, Jimmy Doyle, one of the stars of the Tipperary Hurling team in the early 1960’s, spoke warmly and humorously about some of the experiences that arose from his participation in that team.  In particular he recalled an incident that took place in 1957 when the Tipperary team was flying out to America for a match.  Jimmy was 18yrs old at the time and it was his first flight.

According to the interviewee, the aircraft developed an engine fault shortly after take off and was obliged to turn back to Shannon.  He said the team did not know of the change in the flight plan and he claimed he thought they were landing in New York.  Others on board did know that there was a change of plan and in order to steady their nerves, had taken alcohol. It was in this context that Mr. Doyle – not the programme presenter – said, “now we didn’t know at that stage that we were on our way back to Shannon but Micheál O’Hehir and all the lads, Paddy Leahy and all the boys – they were all drunk.  Every one of them were all drunk.  They knew the plane was on the way back.  We didn’t”.

RTÉ believe the reference to Micheál O’Hehir and others was not made in a disparaging way but rather in an affectionate way and was intended to point out Jimmy’s own naivety and inexperience at the time.  The story was told in the recollection of events surrounding a hurling team almost fifty years ago.

RTÉ also add that Micheál O’Hehir, who spent most of his career working for RTÉ, is fondly remembered and even today, people at the station know he was a pioneer. There was no intention on the part of the programme makers or participants to damage Mr. O’Hehir’s reputation and it will remain safe with RTÉ.
Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Smyth.  The Commission was of the opinion that RTÉ did not breach the slander regulations.  This programme was a look at the successful Tipperary team of the late fifties and early sixties.  The interviewees were three members of the team, Mr. John Doyle, Mr. Jimmy Doyle and Mr. Donie Nealon.  The broadcast piece complained of was a look back at an incident that occurred on a flight to America in 1957.  The interviewee simply recalled the atmosphere and reaction of the people in general on the plane.  He related what he remembered of the experience in a friendly and warm manner.  It was evident that he respected and remembered fondly the people that he met and the experiences that he had as a result of having played with a successful hurling team.  The tone of the interviews was at all times gentle and amiable.  The complaint was rejected.
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