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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin Dillon   Ref: 91/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Morning Ireland'
	27 May 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Dillon’s complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a report by Paul Reynolds on a robbery at Lusk Post Office during which two men were shot dead by Gardaí.  Mr. Dillon states that the owner of the post office, when interviewed, gave details of how he believed the safety of the people who worked for him had been compromised by Garda action.  Mr. Reynolds then continued the report by stating that a lot of people, including the owner of the post office (who hadn’t been on the premises when the raid took place), had been traumatised by the events.  The clear implication was that the owner’s concerns were caused by his mental state rather than his genuine concerns for his workers.  A further implication was that the owner’s state of mind may have motivated his complaints against the Gardaí’s behaviour.  Mr. Reynolds went on to state that the men who had taken part in the robbery were under the effects of cocaine.  Mr. Dillon challenges this assertion by the reporter and states that without a post-mortem and toxicology test, there is no way this could be verified at that time.  Mr. Reynolds may have contributed to a misrepresentation of events by stating as fact, something he could not have known.

Station’s Response:
RTÉ in their response state that one of the programme presenters, Cathal MacCoille, interviewed the owner of the post office Mr. Eugene Larkin.  In the course of the interview Mr. Larkin criticised the Gardaí for putting the lives of his staff in danger.  He also questioned why they allowed the raiders access to his premises and why armed Gardaí could not have been substituted for his staff.  Mr. MacCoille put these points to the reporter, Paul Reynolds. In his response Mr. Reynolds stated that “The problem with operations like this is that you just don’ t know what is going to happen.  You are dealing with extremely dangerous criminal gangs who are volatile, violent and unstable and in many cases “juiced up” on coke”.  They are unpredictable and likely to do anything”

As can be seen from this quote, Mr. Reynolds did not state, as Mr. Dillon claims, that the gang was high on drugs but rather “in many cases “juiced up” on coke”.  RTÉ believe this is not the same as saying that this particular gang were high on drugs.  By giving the background to the case and using the benefit of his own analysis and knowledge learned from a Gardaí briefing, Mr. Reynolds provided a context for listeners to help understand what it must be like confronting armed robbers. 

RTÉ believes that its reportage of the post office robbery was impartial and objective and that there was no infringement of any legislative obligation in this regard. 
Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Dillon.  The Commission was of the opinion that RTÉ did not infringe the impartiality regulation.  During this broadcast, all interviews were conducted in a fair and impartial manner with the opinions and views expressed being questioned and challenged by the presenter.  The interviewees included a former Commander from Scotland Yard; the Labour Party Spokesperson on Justice; the owner of the shop in which the raiders were shot; RTÉ's crime correspondent; and a spokesperson from the Garda Press Office.  Interviewees were afforded the opportunity to respond to the issues raised during the programme.  In relation to the interview with the shop owner, it was clearly stated the he was recounting the events as told to him by his employees.  It was also evident from the interview, that he was extremely concerned about his staff.  With regard to the report by Paul Reynolds, there was no evidence of bias in this piece.  He detailed the events of the shooting, including a general character description of what type of person can be involved with such gangs.  He then proceeded to explain the procedures that the Gardaí had to undertake in relation to the crime scene and any evidence, such as weapons.  His report was impartial.  This programme presented a balanced and informative discussion on the raid on the Lusk Post Office.  The complaint was rejected.
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