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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Michael McMahon   Ref: 99/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1 
	'Liveline'
	26 May 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McMahon’s complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(taste & decency) and (f)(slander) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an item on this programme about the shooting dead of two men following an attempted raid on Lusk Post Office.  Mr. McMahon states that a male caller to the programme stated that the shooting dead of the two young men at the post office was a “Garda murder”.  This remark was left unchallenged by the presenter, Joe Duffy, and Mr. McMahon believes this was a gratuitous slur on the Gardaí who were carrying out their duties. He believes a public apology and a disassociation from these sentiments is necessary.  The remark is likely to incite revenge on Gardaí and prejudice the fair disposal of justice.

Station’s Response:
RTÉ in their response state that this programme presenter’s main function is to facilitate the expressions of views and to ensure balance is maintained.  Joe Duffy fulfilled his function well by allowing a range of views, moderating remarks which were not based on facts and informing listeners about the kinds of calls the programme was receiving.  Mr. McMahon’s complaint revolves around remarks made by one contributor who described the killing of the two raiders as “Garda murder”.  On foot of this one contributor’s remark Mr. McMahon believes the programme failed to be impartial.  However, he ignores the essence of debate, that a number of differing views are expressed.  In addition Mr. McMahon ignores the presenter’s probing and challenging of the remarks made by this contributor.  Mr. Duffy also challenged his assertions and allowed other contributors to disagree with him.

Of the 13 contributors to the programme, five spoke in favour of the Gardaí in their handling of the post office raid, two were eye witnesses, four recounted experiences in other raids and two were critical of the Gardaí.

RTÉ believe this was a good programme with robust debate and well moderated by an even-handed chairman.
Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe the impartiality, taste & decency and slander regulations.  The discussion on 'Liveline' concerned the raid on the Lusk Post Office.  Over a dozen callers were given the opportunity to express their views and opinions on-air.  Both the views of people who supported the Gardaí action and those who opposed it were broadcast.  Callers were afforded the opportunity to respond to statements made by other callers.  The discussion was chaired in an impartial manner, which included the challenging and questioning of caller's views by the presenter.  There was no evidence of editorial bias.  This programme was presented in a balanced and fair manner.  The complaint was rejected.
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