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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Andrew McGrath  Ref. No. 119/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	‘Today with Pat Kenny’
	10 May 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McGrath’s complaint, under Section 24 (2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview with Mr. John Geddes a former member of the SAS and author of a book ‘Highway to Hell’.  Mr. McGrath submits that this gave the individual's book promotion on prime time radio.  

Station Response:

RTÉ submits that it is widespread practice for authors to appear on radio and television and promote their books.  It is above board.  The audience gains by being supplied with information about new books.  The publishers gain by receiving publicity. The broadcasters gain by having access to interesting interviewees.  RTÉ claim there is nothing in this practice which in any way breaches advertising standards’ codes.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that book reviews and interviews based on the publication of a book are regular features in broadcast programming.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had regard to the Departmental Advertising Codes, 1995.  In particular, Sections 8.2 (surreptitious advertising) and Section 25 (presenters and indirect advertising).

In introducing the interview, the Commission noted that the presenter did refer to the fact that the interviewee had recently published a book on his experiences as a Private Military Contractor (PMC).  The subsequent discussion explored the experiences of the interviewee in this role.  The presenter posed questions to elicit information on the interviewee's life and experience as a PMC.  

On hearing the broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that the broadcaster's aim was to provide the listener with a sense of the life of a PMC.  There was no evidence of the broadcaster trying to mislead the public as to the nature of the broadcast item.  The presenter made no gratuitous references to the interviewee's book in the course of the interview.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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