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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Valerie Corbett 


Ref. No. 143/06
	Station: 
 
	Advertisement:
  
	Date:

	2FM
	Playstation; grand theft auto
	23 June 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mrs. Corbett's complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to an advertisement for 'Playstation – Grand theft auto'.  She states that she heard the advertisement at teatime and lunchtime whilst her young family were eating their meal.  She was shocked to hear this offensive advertisement where a female is shot in cold blood by her boyfriend.  Not only is this advertisement extremely belittling towards women, it is a cheap trick to get the target young male audience.  If women were an ethnic minority this advertisement would be banned so why is it ok for a female to be portrayed so badly?  This advertisement should be aired after the watershed.

Station’s Response:
The broadcaster states that this complaint refers to an advertisement for a video game, grand theft auto.  The product is a 'gangster-type' theme game and the advertisements use the genre of gangster novels and movies to promote the product.  The games carry a rating of 18s, which means they should not be sold to people under the age of 18.  These types of games frequently include a good deal of stylized violence.  In considering the suitability for broadcast of these advertisements RTÉ's Copy Clearance Committee considered both the product and the contents of the particular advertisements.  Mrs. Corbett asks that watershed restrictions should apply.  However, the concept of watershed applies only to television.  In radio the likely composition and expectation of the audience determine the transmission time rather than the hour of transmission.  

The Copy Clearance Committee decided to impose no restrictions on these advertisements.  The view was taken that the stylized gangster language of the advertisements would be understood to refer to fiction and would not give offence.  It was felt that the contents were inoffensive and unlikely to offend.  It was recognized that the product being promoted was intended for an adult audience only.  But this on its own was not sufficient reason to impose restrictions.  There are many advertisements for products which only apply to adults (motor cars, the Economist magazine, etc) which are broadcast unrestricted.

Advertiser’s Response:
Rockstar Games submit that the advertisement does not feature a girl being shot dead by her boyfriend.  The entire advertisement is made up of clips taken from the game and mixed in with sound effects.  There is a gunshot after an exchange between a man and a woman, but there is no suggestion that anybody is shot – there is no cry of pain or sound of a body falling.

They further submit that they take their responsibilities as advertisers very seriously.  They exercise the utmost care to adhere to all broadcast and industry standards in all their advertising communications.  Sound files of the advertisement were submitted to RTÉ prior to broadcast, and cleared by them for broadcast in Ireland with no time restrictions.  They informed the advertiser that they decided that no restriction was required because the advertisements used clearly stylized gangster language which was obviously fictional and was unlikely to offend.  

In the UK, the scripts for the advertisements were sent to RACC (UK Radio Advertising Clearance Centre) before the advertisements were recorded, and again when finished to ensure they were fully cleared for broadcast, again they were cleared with no time restrictions.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant, the broadcaster and the advertiser.  The advertisement in question relates to a playstation game, grand theft auto.  The theme of it is gangster based, and in the view of the Commission, somewhat cartoonish in nature.  Gun shot effects are used, which are typical of gangster films.  The wording of the script is also typical of gangster films.  On hearing the item, the Commission was of the opinion that it was not evident that the female was shot as asserted by the complainant.  There was no content that one could consider derogatory to women.  Also, there was no content that could be considered indecent or offensive.  Given the nature and comic-book tone of the advertisement, the Commission was of the opinion that this advertisement was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(e)(advertising codes) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.
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