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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Anne Ryan


Ref. No. 150/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Cork’s 96FM & 103FM
	‘The Opinion Line’
	11 July 2006


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Ryan’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a remark made by Neil Prendeville in which he referred to a report in the Press that a celebrity at the age of 71 will be photographed semi-nude (she thinks he said nude) for the Pirelli Calendar.  Ms. Ryan considers his remarks to be appallingly and unacceptably ageist.  She cannot quote him verbatim, but his concluding remark was that the celebrity should rethink the project.  She states the comment came across to her as patronisingly mocking in content and tone and to be ageist.  It was, in her view, unacceptable.

Station’s Response:
Cork 96FM states that this topic arose as part of a light-hearted on-air competition, with the presenter passing comment on a female celebrity appearing nude in a calendar at the age of 71, which was the basis of one of the questions.  The comments were passed in a throwaway and jovial manner and in no way attempted to pass any serious comment.  The nature of the show is that it is opinion driven and, if any listener, including the complainant, had any issue to raise on the above, they would have been more than happy to broadcast this on-air at the time.  The comments formed part of a light-hearted link and no harm whatsoever was meant.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item in question relates to the comments made by the presenter as he posed a question to listeners in a station competition.  The question related to a news item that day and he asked 'who was the 71 year old female celebrity who is set to strip for a calendar'.  He then proceeded in a jovial manner to suggest at 71 maybe you should be wrapping things up.  He concluded by saying it was none of his business and by taking her clothes off, she'll help to sell the calendar.  The tone of the piece was at all times humorous and jocular in nature, and in the view of the Commission, there was no intention to be derogatory.  Taken in context, the Commission was of the opinion that this broadcast item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The Commission rejected the complaint with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.
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