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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Marcella Corcoran Kennedy
  Ref. No. 152/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	Ireland AM
	19 July 2006


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Corcoran Kennedy’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview on TV3 between the presenter Ms. Maura Derrane, Ms. Amanda Brunker, Journalist and Dr. Crowley.   The discussion was around his concerns with the latest plastic surgery procedures gaining popularity in other countries.  Those referred to were vaginal and vulval surgery to enhance the visual appearance in the latter and the perceived sexual benefits of the former.  Dr. Crowley likened these procedures to voluntary genital mutilation.  The discussion was very broad encompassing vibrators, women’s right to choose this surgery, quality of sexual activity, porn stars as sole models etc.  There is no doubt that a debate is needed in this area.  However, it is a debate which she believes should not have been conducted during the Ireland AM programme.   No viewer warning, regarding the item being unsuitable for children, was given at any point.  This, however, would only have benefit if an adult happened to be in the room at the relevant time.

She objects to this item being scheduled for the following reasons:

· Ireland AM is a morning style programme, its viewers feel safe in the knowledge that it is suitable for all the family to view.  Much of the content has appeal to children e.g. pet section or bakery section.  Indeed, families are the target audience of this breakfast show and she quotes from their own TV3 website description of the show “the programme has enjoyed phenomenal growth and popularity as Ireland’s first television breakfast show.  The show is now firmly established as a favourite with families throughout the country”.

· In scheduling, no consideration appears to have been given to the fact that children are on summer holidays from school and consequently are likely to have greater access to the programme.  The fact that this discussion was slotted adjacent to a segment on decorating a young boy’s bedroom to give it a “jungle feel” bears this out.

She thinks TV3 have shown great irresponsibility in this matter.

Station’s Response:
TV3 state that Ireland AM is a “magazine” programme.  It covers a wide variety of topics.  The audience is primarily over eighteen and Ireland AM is not a children’s programme as defined by the BCI’s code on Children’s Advertising.

The topic that was discussed is one that had been reported on widely in print and other media and was primarily concerned with the “Western” approach to genital mutilation as practiced in certain African countries and how this compared with the number of people who were voluntarily having surgery of this kind.  

The report was at no point crude, sensationalist or vulgar.  TV3 notes that the complainant states that “porn stars as role models” was discussed.  They state no such phraseology was used.  There was a passing reference to Playmates and Playboy – which is decidedly not the same as “porn stars”.  Likewise, the “quality of sexual activity” and “vibrators” were not mentioned in any detail at all.  The topic was treated appropriately at all times and was kept firmly within context i.e. the serious issue of comparing mutilation of children as against elective surgery and why in Western Europe this was considered appropriate.

Given that the topic was sensitively handled and was broadcast in a programme which is not a children’s programme, TV3 believes this matter was entirely appropriately dealt with.  Ireland AM covers adult medical issues in a responsible and informative fashion.  Scheduling and Context are key elements in regard to the BCI’s current consultative process on Taste & Decency.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The broadcast item was introduced as a discussion on women who elect to have vaginal surgery and how this compared, if at all, to the practice of female genital mutilation.  The Commission would acknowledge that such a topic is appropriate for a broadcaster to address.  However, they must do so with due care.  In the course of this particular discussion, the Commission is of the opinion that gratuitous comments were made.  This included one of the interviewees referring to 'a vibrator and batteries, batteries are cheap'.  The other interviewee said that she checked with the programme researcher if she could mention a specific term.  She then proceeded to bring 'anus bleaching' into the discussion.  The Commission is of the opinion that the tone of such references was gratuitous and also, these references were not in keeping with the context of the discussion.  

Given that the content was of an explicit nature, the Commission had to have regard to the time of broadcast.  This discussion was aired at approximate 9.20 a.m.  The Commission also had to have regard to the date of broadcast.  This programme was broadcast on 19 July, which is during the school holiday period.  While the Commission acknowledges that Ireland AM is not a children's programme, this does not exclude its responsibility to take due care when broadcasting programmes containing such sexual content.  It was likely that at 9.20 a.m. during the school holiday period, children could be part of the audience for Ireland AM.  Therefore, the Commission is of the opinion that in the circumstances the content of the broadcast was inappropriately scheduled and breached acceptable standards.  The complaint was upheld with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.
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