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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Fred Ryan Ref. No. 156/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	Today with Tom McGurk
	19 July 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Ryan’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to an interview with the Israeli Ambassador to Ireland.  He states the presenter, Tom McGurk, was disrespectful and aggressive to the representative of his country that has recently been attacked.  The presenter’s bias was clear from the outset and his hostile, hectoring approach in which the Ambassador was frequently interrupted and condemned.  Overall, a disproportionate amount of time was devoted to the presenter’s views and opinions.  The Ambassador’s job is to represent his Country.  Regardless of the personal tragedies on both sides, it is not the function of the State broadcaster to challenge the personal morals of its guests.  The purpose of the interview was to obtain the views on the Israeli government and not those of the presenter.

The Ambassador’s bona fides and morals were questioned in the following quotes from the presenter, that Mr. Ryan made note of:  “what sort of games is that!?”  “You got [sic] no moral problem with that!”  This was framed as a statement not as a question.

He states that Ambassador Megiddo was badgered from start to finish and doing another interview on RTÉ is a measure of his decency.

Station Response:

RTÉ states the interview was robust but fair.  The Israeli Ambassador defended his country’s defence forces bombing of Lebanon in their pursuit of Hezbollah and the concomitant deaths of so many Lebanese civilians.  The interview was tough, but at all times fair and, indeed, polite.  In the context of a country bombing a neighbouring country, it is not surprising that a representative of the country carrying out the bombing would be subject to a rigorous interview.  The interview lasted some eight minutes.  The Ambassador always had time to respond to all the questions put to him.  When the opportunity arises, similarly robust interviews take place with representatives of Hezbollah about their organisation’s firing of rockets into Israel.

RTÉ has received no complaint from the Israeli diplomatic representatives in Ireland about the interview.  Indeed, Mr. Megiddo has participated in a subsequent interview on the same programme (31 July) with the same presenter.  This is surely an indication that the manner of the interview of 19 July was acceptable to the Ambassador.  Mr. Ryan in his complaint makes reference to a phrase used by Mr. McGurk.  The presenter put to the Ambassador the following “… the situation in Lebanon is a massive civilian humanitarian disaster, have you a moral problem with that?”  Mr. Ryan argues that this question indicates the lack of impartiality of the presenter.  RTÉ believes that this question indicates the lack of context of the number of civilian casualties that resulted from the Israeli bombings of Lebanon and shows no bias on the part of the interviewer.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The topic for discussion, between the presenter and the Israeli Ambassador to Ireland was the bombing of Lebanon by Israel.  The Commission noted that the presenter generated a robust discussion.  He posed tough questions in the course of the interview.  The Commission also noted that he gave the interviewee the time he needed to respond and to express his views and opinions.  The Commission found no unfairness in his dealings with the interviewee.  

There was no evidence of editorial bias in this programme.  The interview was conducted in a fair manner and its style was typical of the type of questioning one would expect given the subject matter in question.  This was a challenging, tough and fair interview.  This complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.
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