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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Lee Harvey                                   Ref. No. 163/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Fair City
	27 April 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Harvey’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(taste & decency, Code of Programme Standards: 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language). The complainant states that during this programme one of the female actors shouted in a loud voice the word ‘bastard’.  Mr. Harvey states that he was disgusted at the use of such language.  

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that in the series the circumstance for the use of the word ‘bastard’ was as follows:

One of the central characters in the series, Jimmy Doyle, had a row with his girlfriend, Ali, in a pub.  Ali accused Jimmy of having slept with his former wife, Robin.  She arrived in the pub to find Jimmy and Robin in conversation at the bar.  In a highly charged emotional scene, Ali tells Jimmy that he is a ‘sneaky little bastard’ and that their relationship is over.

RTÉ states that everyone knows the staple diet of all soaps is the drama of human relationships.  All soaps, whether Irish soaps such as ‘Fair City’ and ‘Ros na Rún’ or the British and Australian imported soaps, live on a diet of people getting together and splitting up.  RTÉ believe the regular audience for soaps knows this and expect it.  The character of Jimmy Doyle is weak, his ex-wife Robin is able to manipulate him, and his new girlfriend Ali is hurt when she discovers that Jimmy had a fling with his ex-wife.  The dénouement in the pub is part and parcel of ‘Fair City’.  The audience expects confrontation between Ali and Jimmy and they get it.  The scene ends with the closing music.  The viewer must watch the next episode to see if Jimmy and Ali get back together again or if Robin succeeds in winning back Jimmy.

It is RTÉ’s view that the language used by the character Ali is not excessive and is well within what is acceptable for family viewing in a pre-watershed programme.  ‘Fair City’ frequently deals with adult themes but in a way which is mindful of the fact that there are many under 18s watching the programme.  The use of the term ‘bastard’ is not one which gives widespread offence provided it is used in context.  In this particular instance, the context, a row about infidelity, the scriptwriters and producers of ‘Fair City’ concluded that it was an appropriate term to use.  RTÉ supports the production team in their decision.

RTÉ regrets that Mr. Harvey has taken offence but believes that the vast majority of viewers were not offended and felt that the choice of language was appropriate given the dramatic nature of the scene.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the term complained of was used by a woman to her partner whom she believed had cheated on her.  The Commission would acknowledge that ‘Fair City’ is a soap and as such, regularly deals with storylines that reflect Dublin Life, including the dialogue used.  Regular listeners would be familiar with the colloquial nature of the script and the use of vernacular, day-to-day language.  Under the Code of Programme Standards, the broadcaster is obliged to have ‘due regard to the appropriateness of, and/or justification for, the inclusion of coarse and/or offensive language in programming’.  In assessing this complaint, the Commission had to have regard for the context in which the term was used.

On viewing the broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that the term was used for dramatic effect.  It was included in the script to reflect the indignation the female character felt about her partner’s infidelity.  The Commission would acknowledge that some viewers may not have liked the use of the term.  However, given the nature of the soap and the dialogue between the two characters, the word was in the script for dramatic effect; it was editorially justified.  

The Commission would also have to acknowledge that it is a word that many consider to be very offensive in certain contexts.  On this basis, it should be used very cautiously by a broadcaster particularly during programmes that attract a family audience.  On this occasion, when heard as part of the dialogue of a soap depicting a real life situation of infidelity, it was evident to the viewer that the word was not used gratuitously or to give undue offence.    The complaint was rejected with regard to the Code of Programme Standards, 3.3.1 coarse and offensive language.  
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