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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Philip Chambers                  Ref. No. 238/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Derailed
	18 June 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Chambers’ complaints, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards – 3.1 violent programme material) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to the sexual and violent content of the film ‘Derailed’.  He submitted that he had to switch it off.  It was extremely violent with a very graphic rape scene.  The only word to describe it would be vile.  He takes issue with funding these types of programmes through payment of his TV licence fee.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the movie ‘Derailed’ featured an elaborate scheme to blackmail businessmen by leading them to believe that they were, in part, responsible for a woman being raped.  The rape scene occurred about 30 minutes into the movie, after 10 p.m. - an hour after the start of the watershed.  Any viewer watching the movie from the beginning would have known that there was a build-up to a sex scene, as the earlier part of the movie featured a man and woman meeting on a train and beginning an affair.  It is RTÉ’s view that the audience, taking account of the time of transmission, the theme of the movie and the classification RTÉ gave the movie (MA), would not have found anything which could be regarded as in breach of the Code of Programme Standards.  The depiction of the violence in the simulated rape scene was necessary in order for the viewer to understand the subsequent attempted blackmail which occurred.  It was not gratuitously inserted into the movie.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the sexual and violent content of a film ‘Derailed’.  The Commission noted that it was evident from the start of the film that a female and male character would have an affair.  However, what was not evident was the upcoming level of violence that was portrayed in the rape scene.  The Commission would acknowledge that the rape scene was integral to the storyline.  However, the degree of the sexual violence in the scene was overtly graphic and terrorising.  The Code of Programme Standards requires that broadcaster exercise due care with regard to sexual violence in its programming; it must be kept to a minimum and must not condone the behaviour.  The Code provides at paragraph 3.1.3 as follows:

3.1.3 In programme material featuring sexual violence, the detail of this violence shall be kept to a minimum and such violence shall not be condoned.
While at no stage was rape condoned in the film, the extreme violence of the rape scene was not necessary to develop the storyline and/or characters.  In the opinion of the Commission the code was breached on this occasion.  The complaint was upheld with regard to the Code of Programme Standards: 3.1 violent programme material.
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