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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Luc Desbonnet                                     Ref. No. 244/08
	Station: 
 
	Website:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ
	RTÉ Website
	9 June 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Desbonnet’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(objectivity & impartiality in news) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a picture of Declan Ganley of Libertas that appeared on the RTÉ website.  Mr. Desbonnet states the picture appeared on the site in relation to plane tickets purchased by Mr. Ganley with the caption ‘Ganley holds up his latest stunt’.  On the same day, the three leaders of the main political parties got together to call again for a joint Yes vote in the Lisbon Referendum.

Mr. Desbonnet further states that whether either of these events were ‘stunts’, was a matter for voters to decide.  For RTÉ to label Declan Ganley’s photo as they did showed a lack of impartiality which was unacceptable.  This should not have occurred as it would appear to have the intended effect of discouraging people from voting No in the Lisbon Treaty Referendum.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that RTÉ.ie News published the following article:

Libertas buys Cowen a ticket to Brussels

Anti-Lisbon Treaty group, Libertas, has bought tickets for a flight to Brussels on Friday evening for Brian Cowen, Enda Kenny and Eamon Gilmore, which it says they should use if Irish voters reject the Lisbon Treaty.

In a publicity stunt, Libertas chairman Declan Ganley said the three leaders, who are calling for a Yes vote, should fly to Brussels to start renegotiating the treaty if it is defeated in Thursday’s referendum.

His move comes as campaigning intensifies ahead of Thursday’s Lisbon Referendum.

The same three leaders came together this afternoon to make a joint appeal for a Yes vote. 

Speaking at a news conference in Dublin, Taoiseach Brian Cowen said the treaty was crucial to Ireland's future prospects. 

Fine Gael leader Enda Kenny said it would be irresponsible and wrong for anyone to claim a No vote would not have adverse consequences and Labour's Eamon Gilmore said the treaty would put a road block on what he called the race to the bottom in workers' pay and conditions.

Green Party leader and Environment Minister John Gormley has said that while parts of the Lisbon Treaty could be cherry-picked, on the whole, ratification of the deal would be better for Ireland and Europe.

He said the idea of going back and re-negotiating the deal is simply not realistic. He said there is no Plan B and any talk otherwise is nonsense. 

He also said he was very satisfied at the amount of work the Green Party has done in encouraging people to vote Yes and if the treaty is not ratified no blame can be attached to the Greens.

Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams says he wants the Government to renegotiate the Lisbon Treaty to include a permanent EU commissioner as well as opt-outs or vetoes on issues like neutrality, public services and workers rights. 

Canvassing in Limerick, Mr Adams said a No vote would send a strong signal, and renegotiation would be possible if there was a no vote on Thursday.

Separately, two independent Senators have called for a No vote because of concerns over tax and social issues.

Senator Shane Ross said France was seeking harmonised tax rates, and that Ireland would be put under pressure not to use its veto against those proposals.

And Senator Ronan Mullen said the European Court of Justice could over-rule the Irish Constitution on social issues if Lisbon is enacted.

Earlier, Mr Cowen was in his home town of Tullamore, where he attacked the No campaign, saying voters in his own constituency had been told their sons would be asked to enrol for a European army if Ireland votes Yes.

Mr Cowen said this level of mis-information was typical of the No campaign. He rejected suggestions that officials are working on a set of proposals to deal with the eventuality of a No vote in Ireland on Thursday.

'This is Plan B,' Mr Cowen said, adding that there is no Plan C, regardless of speculation.

(Ends)

It is RTÉ’s view that the purchase of the airline tickets was a contrived political event, a photo opportunity organised by the Libertas organisation to gain attention for its campaign in the run in to polling day.  RTÉ believes that the description of the event as a “stunt” was appropriate and does not indicate any lack of impartiality by RTÉ.  There are many events organised during political campaigns to gain attention.  These can legitimately be described as “stunts”.

Stunt is described in the Oxford Dictionary in the following manner:


Stunt, a special effort, feat, show, performance, … an advertising device.
This is precisely what Mr. Declan Ganley engaged in outside Government Buildings on 9 June and was described accurately in the RTÉ online coverage.  

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the content, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the use of a word in a news release by RTÉ.  The Commission noted that the context of the news item concerned the purchasing of airline tickets by Mr. Ganley for three of the main Party Leaders to fly to Brussels on the basis the he was predicting a No vote in the Lisbon Treaty.  The Commission was of the view that in the context of the pending Referendum, it was reasonable to present such an action as an attempt to gain media exposure and coverage.  It was rational to assert that the tickets were bought to generate media coverage and therefore, the use of the word stunt was factual.  It fairly and reasonably represented the action of the purchase of tickets in such circumstances.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this news items.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(objectivity and impartiality in news). 

BCC Complaint Decisions, Sep 2008

1/3

[image: image1.jpg]