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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Dr. Felim Donnelly                                 Ref. No. 249/08 

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106 – 108FM
	Down to Business
	7 June 2008


Complaint Summary:

Dr. Donnelly’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity & impartiality in current affairs), relates to a debate on this show to the Lisbon Treaty.  The complainant believes the presenter reacted in a disproportionately negative manner towards any No contributions to the show.  He did not show balance and fairness in respect of the Lisbon Treaty debate nor did he appear to be impartial. Therefore in Dr. Donnelly’s view, the broadcast breached Broadcasting legislation. 
Station’s Response:

Newstalk 106-108fm state in their response that the presenter Conor Brophy displayed balance and fairness in respect of the Lisbon Treaty debate. He did not react in a disproportionately negative manner towards any No contributor to the show.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns a discussion on the pending Referendum on the Lisbon Treaty.  The Commission noted that both the No vote and the Yes vote were represented on the panel; Mr. Ulick McEvaddy and Ruairí Quinn, T.D. respectively.  The complainant takes issue with the presenter.  On hearing the broadcast, the Commission was of the opinion that at no stage during the broadcast was it evident that the presenter treated any participant differently or unfairly.  The presenter facilitated a fair discussion with ample time afforded to the participants to express their opinions.  He was at all times professional and treated the panellists and the subject matter in an equitable and even-handed manner.  His tone and approach were moderate and respectful to both panellists throughout the discussion.

There was no evidence of unfair or un-equal treatment of any of the participants to the programme as submitted by the complainant.  There was also no evidence of editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(a)(fairness, objectivity and impartiality in current affairs).
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