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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Declan O’Hara                                Ref. No. 257/08
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	2FM
	The Gerry Ryan Show
	4 July 2008


Complaint Summary:

Mr. O’Hara’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards – 2.2. due care, 2.3. protection for children & 3.2 sexual conduct) refers to an interview with the author of a new book.  The complainant states that Gerry Ryan asked the author to read a particular excerpt from his book. 
The author remarked that this part was rather rude and seemed reluctant to read it.  However, Gerry Ryan assured him that it would be okay to do so.  The piece described the man’s time as a homosexual prostitute and some of the acts he performed, mentioning ejaculation and anal sex.  Mr. O’Hara believes this displayed a complete lack of taste and decency and a total disregard for the protection of any children who may have been listening at this time.
Station’s Response:

RTÉ states the English comedian Julian Clary, who had just had his first book published, was interviewed at length by Gerry Ryan.  Mr. Clary’s stage persona is that of a camp performer who relies heavily on innuendo and double entendre.  During the course of his interview he described what it was like to be a homosexual young man growing up in England.  Towards the end of the interview Gerry Ryan asked Mr. Clary to read from his novel, which had been described at the beginning of the interview as a ‘funny, filthy, summer read’.  Mr. Clary prefaced his reading from the book by saying it was ‘quite rude’.  He then proceeded to read a short extract from his novel.  

RTÉ does not accept Mr. O’Hara’s assessment of the interview and the reading.  RTÉ claims that any listener familiar with Mr. Clary would have known what to expect.  Gerry Ryan is known to listeners for his own risqué streams of consciousness.  When interviewing a comedian also known for his sexual innuendo, the listener would have had a good idea of what was likely to come up. RTÉ believes any children listening to the programme would have found the sexual references over their heads.  The language used in the interview and in the extract from the novel were quite restrained and suitable for broadcast on RTÉ 2FM in a programme known for its handling of sexual topics.

Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the reading live on-air of an extract from a book.  The Commission noted that the broadcaster submitted that the discussion between the presenter and the guest was moderate with no sexually explicit material.  On hearing the broadcast, the Commission would agree with this submission.  The mainstay of the discussion was moderate and suitable for broadcast.  However, the Commission noted that the extract from the book that was read out on-air was sexually explicit and did refer graphically to anal sex and ejaculation as submitted by the complainant.  The Commission was of the opinion that the content was totally adult material.  The Commission would acknowledge that broadcasters are entitled to include sexual material in its programming.  However, a broadcaster is obliged to exercise due care when doing so and in particular, when scheduling programme material during school holidays.

The Commission noted that the guest, Mr. Julian Clary, expressed his reservations about reading the particular extract.  The presenter told him it wasn’t a problem and to go ahead and read the extract.  When he had read the extract, Mr. Clary again apologised.  While the tenor of the discussion prior to the reading was somewhat irreverent in parts, it was at all times light-hearted and moderate.  The tone and language in the extract from the book were entirely different.  

Part of the relevant exchange during the broadcast was as follows:

Presenter: Wouldn’t it be nice if you read may be a paragraph or two.

J. Clary: It’s too rude though the first bit.
Presenter: Well, I don’t think that’s a problem.
J. Clary: Oh dear, it’s quite rude.
Presenter: Yeah, that’s fine.
J. Clary: I was no ordinary prostitute.  I would like to think I was high class.  I had a number of tricks up my sleeve as it were to ensure client satisfaction.  I was 22.....................

(Presenter heard clapping)

 
J. Clary: Ever-so-sorry, people might be sitting on a bus listening to this.

Presenter: But it is almost medical, isn’t it?  It really depends the way you hear it....  

Such explicit material was not suitable for broadcast in the morning schedule.  Further, the broadcast was during the school summer holiday period and therefore, there was an additional onus on the broadcaster to exercise due care under the Code of Programme Standards.  The Commission had to be cognisant of the fact that children were likely to be in the audience.  It was also noted that the presenter encouraged his guest to read the extract and said he had no problems with it.  The broadcaster did not exercise due care when scheduling this broadcast during the morning schedule on a weekday during a school holiday period.  The complaint was upheld with regard to the Code of Programme Standards – 2.2 due care, 2.3 protection of children and 3.2 sexual conduct.
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